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Bagley/Macedonia Park Timeline

Joshua B.
Crawford sold
John S. Owens
what would be

KNOWN as
Macedonia Park

N 1906

The attempted
racial cleansing of
Forsytn County
allegedly prompted
the migration of
William Bagley from
Forsyth to Fulton in
1912

The community
aeveloped as the
nousing crisis
continued, with
small businesses,
local industry, and a
religious community

Garden Hills
Women's Club
appears at BoC

meeting for the first
time, requesting

Bagley Park's

condemnation in
1937



Bagley/Macedonia Park Timeline (Cont.)

Garden Hills
Women's Club
appears for the 2nd
time in 1938,
requesting Bagley
Park be condemned
for its health hazard

Bagley Park
sustained between
600 residents at its
neight in 1940. As

much as 30% of
these individuals, all
Black, were property
oWners

Board of Health
meeting minutes
indicate that Bagley
Park wells appear to
be contaminated,
and will be brought
up to standarads in
1940

150 Garden Hills

residents disavow

attempts to put a
park and swimming

pool in their

community at a BoC
meeting in Feb 1942,
but renege in May



Bagley/Macedonia Park Timeline (Cont.)

The Garden Hills
Women's Club
appears for the 3rd
time in Aug 1942 to
request the
condemnation of
Bagley Park

BoC passes a
resolution
earmarking $50,000
for Bagley Park
property
acquisition/condemn
ation in 1944

Residents of
Bagley Park were
expelled/aisplace
d, and Bagley Park

BoC passes a
subseguent

resolutions infusing
additional $95,000

to the acquisition Was a green
project by 1954 spaces by the
early 1960s



RESEARCH QUESTIONS EXAMINED

» Were surrounding white neighborhoods, like Garden Hills, on county water? It appears
so, as plat maps from as early as the 1920s and as late as the 1940s make references
to proposed and completed sewers.

e Were concerns over water and sewage legitimate? Is there repeat documentation from
various entities in Fulton County? Yes™, but the county appears to have diverged from
the precedent set in adjacent neighborhoods to penalize Bagley Park residents.

e Could the county have extended water/sewage services to Bagley Park? Was this
alternative offered? How much would it have cost to do so? It does not appear that
there was any reason to not do so”*, save for the GHW(C's vocal hatred for the
community.

e Why did Fulton County prioritize the interests of the Garden Hills Women's Club?
There is no demonstrable reason, save for the significant socio-political power the
GHWC commanded and their aid from individuals of stature.




RESEARCH QUESTIONS (CONT.)

» Why would the city buy houses in a condemnation area only to attempt to sell them?
The county may have declared the land as surplus, but there is no documentation of
attempts to do so by county commissioners.

e How did the Fulton County Commissioners make the jump from sewage in Bagley Park
to condemning the neighborhood? The county appears to have done so in direct
response to the desire of the local women's club to see the neighborhood removed.

e How many properties were acquired by the county by the end of the project? Where is
the proof that property owners participated in documented transactions? The county
acquired 47 properties by the end of the Bagley Park process (BoC Mtg Min, April 6,
1955)

e What was the fate of Black residents after they were displaced from Bagley Park? We
know, based on local news coverage, that dozens of families reported homelessness
after the acquisition of Bagley Park. More research is heeded to make more specific
characterizations.




THE UNKNOWABLE

e Did the county use eminent domain to acquire portions of Bagley Park?
Because there is no specific documentation related to eminent domain
(inclusive even of those properties acquired by condemnation), we cannot
resolutely conclude that this is eminent domain abuse on the basis that
we cannot resolutely conclude that this was eminent domain. This does
mean, however, that there is no evidence that the community was
blighted, and therefore a sanitary/health danger to surrounding
communities.

e What was the difference between the valuations and the costs of acquisition for
the Bagley Park properties? While some transaction differentials are
evident between 1940 County Tax Maps and individual property
acquisition, many of the smaller properties include the phrase "and other
valuable considerations"”. Because negotiation appears to have been
conducted unilaterally between a representative from Public Works and
the owners, we have no record of the stated considerations.
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; 1. That the Commissioners of Roads and Revenuss of Pulten County, be and are hiﬁh;r
. requested to sell to the Wegro vaterans! zation the 43,2 acre tract of land

| loeated at the northwest corner of West Lake and 3impson Strests, for the purpose of
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Commiasioner Halley called the Hoard’s attention to the fact that Pulten

| gounty purchased the property on W. Lake Ave, &k Slmpson Rd. from the Grove Park
I=provement Association goveral years ago and 1% Was tha understanding at that Gime

the Gounty would hold this property and not sell sams to Negroes.
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IGNORED AND
NEGLEGTED BY FULTON
COUNTY

Findings suggest that the Fulton County Board of Commissioners
demonstrated neglect for the well-being of Bagley Park residents and
prioritized the desires of the all-white, wealthy surrounding constituency.




WHEREAS, reparations are also defined as the making of amends for a
wrong one has done, by paying money to or otherwise helping those who have
been wronged; and

WHEREAS, reparations can take numerous forms, including: individual
monetary payments, settlements, scholarships, waiving of fees, systemic
initiatives to offset injustices, land-based compensation related to independence,
apologies and acknowledgements of the injustices, token measures such as

naming a building after someone, or the removal of monuments and renaming of

streets that honor slave owners and defenders of slavery; and

WHEREAS, the Fulton County Board of Commissioners seeks to explore
the feasibility of reparations to Black/African-American residents of Fulton County
residents by creating a taskforce to research the feasibility of slavery reparations

for Black/African-American who live in Fulton County; and







WHAT OF BAGLEY PARK?

Mount Olive Cemetery
e Buckhead Heritage Foundation rededication and wreath laying ceremony for Mt.
Olive Cemetery
* The cemetery isin a state of incredible disrepair and has been the subject of some ire
for developers
o Could the county provide support to efforts to honor the deceased and restore the
cemetery?
Frankie Allen Turner (Bagley) Park
e Frankie Allen Turner Park bears no signage that indicates it used to be a Black
residential area
> Could the county commission an art installation or commemorative piece to indicate to
park users that they stand on history?
o Can they pull from communities subject to slavery-related disparity?




WHAT OF BAGLEY PARK? (CONT.)

Bagley Park in Collective Memory
e There have been no efforts to document the outcome of populations displaced by the
county for public works projects
o Can the county host a town hall for displaced residents/ancestors of displaced residents
specifically due to the placement of public parks?
Bagley Park Property
e Property owners in Bagley Park were forced to liquidate their real estate, a vital link
In the chain of generating generational wealth
o Can the county explore how that loss affected the financial situations of displaced
property owners? Can the county begin to answer the question of how its policies (or
lack thereof) impacted the livelihood of county residents today?




MOVING ON

Potential to move on to other communities or other topics




1 Letter read from Nr, C. G. Nilling, dated Wovesber 30, 1948, whish is set
out as follews:

i ‘ L] ‘

| « R +« Doyal, Chairwean
843 Peashtiree Street, ¥.E.,
Atlanta,

Yours very truly,

OAK HILLS, IWC.
(signed) ©. G. MILLING, Vice=President *

Commissioner Doyal, Chalrman, stated if there were no objsctions the sbove

uldbtrpmd,upnnth--jnutnudmmudwmm-ﬂ. {-

and foregoing letter WO

Hearing no objections, {t was so ordered by the Boarde

fetter read from Nrs. Alan Pattisom, Executive Director of the Camp Fire

girls, said letter being dated November 23, 1948, and is set out as followa:



Possible Research Leads

® "LAND-BASED COMPENSATION ® "WAIVING OF FEES”
RELATED TO INDEPENDENCE"

Consider ways that Black residents of Fulton

Continuing down our existing path to County are uniquely cost-burdened as a result
communities like Piney Grove, Johnsontown, of derivative conditions of slavery (ex. health
Peoplestown outcomes)

® "SCHOLARSHIPS” ® "SYSTEMIC INITIATIVES TO OFFSET
Examining scholarship programs from other INJUSTICES”
areas and their efficacy, conduct a feasibility Examin programs from other areas and their
study on Fulton County efficacy, present a "state of the county" on the

topic



Questions?



